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THE SALE OF POISONS.

Certain persons connected with the drug trade in Ire-
land have recently addressed a petition to Earl Spencer
requesting him to have the existing regulations revised
as follows :-lst. By having the present dealers in poisons
and drugs registered under a new Act. 2nd. By pro-
viding a test examination for the continuance of their
business as such under the title of chemists and druggists.
3rd. By abolishing the preliminary examination and appren-
ticeship. 4th. By recognising the right of the registered
pharmacist to keep open shop for or in partnership with an
unqualified person. The petitioners have been informed ’,
that the matters to which they refer will receive careful
consideration in the event of a Bill being introduced into
Parliament to amend the Pharmacy (Ireland) Act, 1875;
further, that the Privy Council have no power to withdraw
the sanction which they have already given to regulations
made by the Pharmaceutical Society under the provisions of
the said Act.

QUEEN’S COLLEGE, GALWAY : ANNUAL REPORT. I
The Act of 1879 established the examination system, as

distinguished from the collegiate, on the broadest possible
basis. That continuity of teaching and correlation with
examining which was the essential characteristic of the
Queen’s University and Colleges was set aside. The Pre-
sident, in his annual report, believes it would still be prema-
ture to forecast the larger issue as to the ultimate effects of
the new system on the higher education of the Irish people,
yet so fundamental a change in university organisation could
hardly fail to produce certain appreciable results ; and its
immediate influence has been felt in the Galway College in
the serious decline of the number of students on the rolls.
To take, for example, the Faculty of Medicine. Last session
there were 70 names entered, as compared with 122 the pre-
vious year. Various causes may. be given for this result, but
the decline is almost exclusively confined to the Faculty
of Medicine, a department which it was foreseen would be
especially affected by the substitution of the Royal
University for its predecessor. Some young men, the
President remarks, who are looking forward to the medical
profession, may have absented themselves with the intention
of preparing at home, or under private tuition, for the first
University examination in Arts required by the regulations
of the Royal University before entering upon their pro-
fessional studies ; others may have proceeded to other insti-
tutions, where, without incurring the year’s delay and
expense, they may be able to obtain the necessary qualifica-
tions for practising their profession. All that can be said
is that the decline is clearly assignable to external circum-
stances, not to internal defects, and that the system of
instruction which has proved so successful in the past will
be maintained with unabated vigour in the future.
The chair of medicine in the Ledwich School of Medicine,

Dublin, which had become vacant in consequence of the
resignation of Dr. Foot, has been filled by the election of
Dr. Knight, of Mercer’s Hospital, and Dr. Redmond, of the
Mater Misericordi&aelig; Hospital, who will occupy it jointly.
A very serious epidemic of scarlatina exi,.-ts at present in

Londonderry, and last week out of fifteen deaths registered
six were from that disease.
The Executive Committee of the Dublin Sanitary Asso-

ciation have invited the Sanitary Institute of Great Britain
to hold their annual meeting for 1885 in Dublin.

Obituary.
CHARLES STEWART CLOUSTON, M.D. EDIN.

DR. CHARLES STEWART CLOUSTON, of Gunnersbury,
London, who died on Sept. 16th, 1883, has been cut off in
the very prime of his life, being only thirty-six years of age,
a victim to the risks of professional duty, having caught a
bad attack of scarlet fever some years ago from a patient, to
which his later illness can be traced. He was the son of the
Rev. Charles Clouston, LL.D., for sixty years minister of the
parish of Sandwick, Orkney, and now the venerable father
of the Church of Scotland, and the oldest member of the
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. Dr. Clouston inherited

his father’s scientific tastes, and studied medicine in Edin.
burgh University. He took a distinguished place there, and
devoted himself especially to clinical work. He took his
M.B,, C.M., in 1868, with honours, and first went to Hay,
where he built up a practice as large as he could possibly
manage, and was universally esteemed as a man and as a
physician. He did not rest contented with relying on
former rules of practice, but made accurate observations for
himself on many subjects, especially in regard to the treat.
ment of rheumatism by the salicylates. He made extensive
original investigations, which he embodied in his Gradua.
tion Thesis for M.D. in 1881, and afterwards published in
the Practitioner; they show a markedly scientific spirit,
and close clinical observation. He removed to Gunnersbury,
London, a few years ago, and was soon engaged in exten-
sive practice. He was a man of sound judgment, and of
high professional honour, as well as marked general ability
and culture. He had an attack of pneumonia in November
last, and this was succeeded by a series of obscure hepatic,
renal, and purpuric symptoms. He went to the Orkneys
in June to see if his native air would restore his health, but
he gradually became worse, and died in the manse where he
was born, calm, cheerful, and resigned to the will of the
Almighty, as a man who had done his work well, only
mourning for those he left behind.

Dr. Clouston married Emma, eldest daughter of William
Traill, M.D., of Woodwick, Orkney, by whom he leaves five
young children. On his father’s side he came of a Norse
stock, and through his two grandmothers he was connected
with the Traills of Holland and the Stewarts of Brugh, two
of the oldest Orkney families of Scotch importation.

DR. BENJAMIN HUNT.

IT is with much regret we announce the death on the
3rd inst. of Dr. Benjamin Hunt, at his residence, George-
road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. Dr. Hunt was born at

Whitchurch, Hereford, on Aug. 19th, 1827, his father, the
Rev. Thos. Maxwell Hunt, being rector there at that time.
Dr. Hunt pursued his medical studies at University College
and Hospital, where he filled the office of house-surgeon
under Mr. Richard Quain. He was appointed house-surgeon
to the Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham, in 1854, and always dis-
tinguished himself for conscientious, painstaking, and success.
ful work. He then commenced general practice, which he
only relinquished four years since on his appointment to the
physicianship of the Queen’s Hospital and obtaining qualifi-
cation as a member of the Royal College of Physicians, A
comparatively slight ailment having necessitated a surgical
operation, Dr. Hunt could not be prevailed upon to take indis.
pensable rest. Symptoms of local and constitutional irrita-
tion set in, and py&aelig;mia was the fatal sequel. By his private
and public patients alike Dr. Hunt was beloved; he was a
very great favourite with hospital residents and students,
and amongst his professional brethren he has left a lasting
reputation for unblemished honour and unfailing kindness.

HENRY FINCH, M.D. ST. AND.
WE regret to record the death of the above gentleman at

the early age of forty-four, -which occurred on Sept. 19th
at Colchester. A native of Cambridge, after passing his
medical examinations at Cambridge and University College
Hospitals, where he gained many honourable distinctions)
among others the gold medal for anatomy and physiology, and
after having been house-surgeon at various other hospitals, he
made two long voyages in emigration service and under the
Peruvian Government. On his return he settled for a short
time at Newbury, whence he removed to Colchester, where he
was in practice for upwards of twelve years, and where his
integrity, upright conduct, genuine good-heartedness, and
gentlemanly and prepossessing manners gained him many
firm friends and the respect of all. His death was accele-
rated, it is believed, by worry in establishing a new and
large practice, into which he was just about to enter when
death cut him off. A man of great ability, much shrewdness
and penetration, always keeping well up in the ever-advancing
knowledge of his profession, his early death will be a real loss,
He leaves a wife and young children.
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F. H. WILSON ILES, M.D., M.R.C.S., L.S.A.
THE death of Dr. Iles of Watford, which took place on the

19th inst., was caused by blood-poisoning contracted on the
21st ult. during the performance of tracheotomy. The

deceased was born in Lincolnshire in 1834. He studied
medicine at St. George’s Hospital, Dublin, and Paris, taking
the M.R.C.S. and the L.S.A. in 1855, and the M.D.
St. Andrews in 1862. During the cholera epidemic of 1855
Dr. lies filled the post of resident medical officer to the
Western General Dispensary, London, when a district was
assigned to him. In 1859 he commenced practice in Watford,
in partnership with Dr. S. Pidcock. Dr. Iles was surgeon to
the West Herts Infirmary, and honorary assistant-surgeon to
the 2nd Herts Volunteers, and was connected with almost
every scheme that has been designed during the past twenty
years for the benefit of the town in which he resided.

THE HIND FUND.

A MEETING of Alr. George Hind’s friends and former
pupils will be held, by the kind permission of the directors,
in the Board-room of the Briton Life Offices, West Strand,
on Thursday next, October 4th, at 5 P.M. The following
subscriptions to the fund have been received :-

The following contributions have been promised :-
Dr, R. Quain ...... 910 0 H. D. Shepard, Esq. X3 3 3
Dr. C. J, Hall...... 10 0 C. J. Fuller, Esq.... 2 2

John Tweedy, Esq., F.R.C.S., 24, Harley-street, will act as
Treasurer pro tem.; A. J. Pepper, Esq., F.R C. S., 122, Gower-
street, and T. Wakley, jun., Esq., L,R.C.P., 96, Redcliffe-
gardens, will act as Secretaries pro tem Sabscriptionsmay
be paid to the Secretaries, to Messrs. Coutts, Strand, or to
THE LANCET Office.

Medical News.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL. - The following gentlemen

passed the examination in the Science and Practice of Medi-
cine, and received certificates to practise, on Sept. 20th:-

Bateman, Frederick Augustus Newton, Pall Mall.
Habgood, William, Wrmborne, Dorset.
James, James Prytberch, Eastlake-road, Loughborough.
Little, Andrew Jnhnston, Belfast.
Lockwood, Harry, Gudcliffe Vale Road, Sheffield.
Marsden, James Aspinall, Paulat-road, Camberwell.
Smith, Joseph Spinsbury, Free Town, Sierra Leone.

THE Board of Health of New York, in view of the
great prevalence of typhoid fever in the city, has issued an
official address, urging the public to use every precaution
against the spread of the epidemic.
DWELLINGS IN DUBLIN.-At the North Union

Board of Guardians, on Wednesday, a member moved to
obtain the necessary forms for putting the Labourers Act
lnto operation, Another guardian mentioned that at certain

places three miles from the city he had found in severallabourers’ dwellings the floors swimming in sewage, being
four inches below the level of the adjoining yards ; but for
want of twelve farmers to sign the necessary requisition the
board could not put the Act into operation.

CITY ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.-A donation of S20
has been made to this hospital from the trustees of the
estate of the late Rev. T. J. Robinson. The sum of &pound;83 has
also been received towards the extension fund for opening
additional wards.

STATE OF THE THAMES.-It was resolved at a
recent meeting of the Richmond Vestry to convene a con-
ference of the local boards and riparian proprietors and rate-
payers of Twickenham, Isleworth, and Richmond to consider
the state of the Thames between Teddington Weir and
Isleworth, and the best means of securing a sufficiency of
water in the river at the lowest state of the ebb tide.

PRESENTATION.-Mr. F. Workman of Reading was,
on the 12th inst., presented with a silver salver, a case of
eye instruments, and an amputating case, subscribed for by
members of the Reading Pathological Society. Dr. Wells,
in making the presentation, expressed the regret felt by the
members that the state of Dr. Workman’s health compelled
him to leave England for Australia, but they hoped that the
more genial climate of his future residence would act as a
restorative.

THE HOSPITAL SATURDAY FUND.-The amount

paid in on account of this year’s collections in behalf of this
fund up to the 22nd inst. exceeded that banked at the
corresponding date last year by ;fll00. The workshop
collection shows not only a large advance in the sums
contributed, but a considerable increase in the number of
firms subscribing, many business establishments which
never previously gave to the fund having now substantially
augmented its income.

CONGRESS OF SURGICAL AND ORTHOPEDIC INSTRU-
MENT MAKERS.-A congress of surgical and orthopsedic
instrument makers took place at Frankfort-on-the-Main on
the 10th, llth, and 12th inst,, to form an association for the
purpose of improving the conditions under which the trade
is carried on. The Association consists already of 120 manu-
facturers from various parts of the world. The executive
committee consists of Messrs. Leiter (Vienna), Windler
(Berlin), Walter-Biondetti (Basle), Krohne (Krohne and
Sesemann, London), Simsky (Konigsberg), Wendschuch
(Dresden), Laibach (Liittig), and Fischer (Freiburg-in-
Baden).
AT the last meeting of the Hackney Board of

Guardians attention was called to the increased consumption
of spirits in the infirmary. For the five weeks ending
Sept. 1st in the present year the amount consumed was
25 gals. 1 qt. 1 pt. ; while for the like period of last year
it was but 7 gals. 1 qt. &frac12; pt. Several members of the Board
contended that the medical officer should be allowed to pre-
scribe spirits without interference, and that he ought to
order what be considered necessary for individual patients,
regardless of how it might appear in the aggregate. The
subject then dropped.
THE NORFOLK AND NORWICH HOSPITAL. - A

meeting of the governors of this hospital was held on the
22ad inst. for the purpose of receiving a report from a com-
mittee appointed to arrange a bazaar recently held in con-
nexion with the opening of the institution by their Royal
Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Connaught. The
report of the committee stated that, after providing for all
expenses, the bazaar had resulted in an addition to the
building fund of f5779, which it was hoped would cover
the entire cost of fitting and furnishing the hospital, as

well as any amount which may be due upon the fabric
itself.

THE MONSALL FEVER HOSPITAL.-At the monthly
meeting of the Board of Management of the Manchester
Royal Infirmary on the 24th inst,, several letters which
have passed between the committee of Monsall Hospital and
the Withington Local B ar.d with regard to the discharge of
persons treated for scarlet fever in that hospital were read.
In the letters from the Local Board it was alleged that such
persons are discharged too soon, and it was stated that in
one or two cases they had after coming out of hospital
communicated scarlet fever to others. As a result of these
statements the committee have decided to keep such patients
in the hospital for a longer period after desquamation, and a
communication to that effect has been forwarded to the
Withington Local Board.


